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Background Information: We have been in existence now for over 10 years. We wanted to know 
how the communities view us; to find out how they see our strengths and what we have not 
been so good at. 

We designed a 39 points questionnaire. Questions related to their perceived relationship with 
us, what they learnt, and how they thought that the communities had developed over this 
time. We touched on what were their aims for the community development in the future, and 
their relationship with the District health Dept. 

There were four groups, two each men and women in two villages of Magadini (Makat) and 
Wosiwosi, in Longido District, totalling 18 women and 15 men; the people were various ages, 
men comprised mainly leaders and some young moran. 

All the questions were given in Kiswahili and Maa.  Facilitators and interpreters were Rehema 
Simon and Boniface Njimonimo who were instructed to carefully translate back to us, being 
truthful and without avoiding negative feedback.

These are some of the quotes from these questionnaires:

⦁ Reference ourselves. “Who are we?”

They answered: “Helpers, doctors, friends, one of Makat people from outside, donors”/ 
“relatives, friends, supporters”.

“Could you describe to others what do we do?” they answered; “Yes we can. You are the 
people who has been help Makat for so long; you help us in different sectors like health, 
education and other social services.

“Why do we do it? they answered; “Because when you came here at first you found 
Makat in a really terrible situation and you decided to help us so that Makat can be one 
of the developed village in Longido district, our problems have touched you to the excess 
that you felt that there is a need to help Makat.

⦁ Respect:

“Have we been respectful?” “Yes, you have always been respected by the community 
since you are good people to us and our relatives as well, we really love you and you all 
know that”.

“If other Maasai people come here, do they respect the village?”: “Yes, we are now 
respected”.

⦁ What have we done?
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“Have we helped you with anything?”, they answered; “Yes, training for TBAs, Family 
Planning, essential drugs for children and sometimes for other people, construction of air 
strip, school food, FMS and its services, classrooms and other more”

“Yes, the mortality rate has been reduced, people are now aware of the family planning” 
(see full report for all the other answers); 

“Yes, education about family planning, TBAs training especially at Ketumbeine has 
really improved women health”.

⦁ Reference our teaching:

“Can you remember a good teaching? What was this?” Yes, TBAs training, diarrhoea, 
family planning, water treatment, health hygiene, STDs training,  

“Do they get confused or muddled if we teach them?” Give example: “No, every teaching 
was very clear to the people and now the people are practicing your teachings”.

“How do you find our pictures? Are they understandable? What is not good about them? 
“all the pictures were well understood and loved by the people.

⦁ What could we do better? 

“Nothing went wrong”

“The construction of Makat dispensary, more classroom and school food, but all in all 

we thank you, for what you have helped us already may God bless you.”

There were comments about the broken water tanks, and failed maize milling machine, 
with lack of maintenance, and still a fear about eye surgery- all of which we will support 
or re- educate. They expressed “still some confusion” about the teaching at that session 
about intercourse with a pregnant woman.

⦁ What shall they do for themselves now? 

“What can you do for yourselves now in this community? they answered: “to educate the 
community on the use of toilets, washing hands before and after toilet”.

      G. The Future: 

“What hopes and wishes do you want for this village in the next 10 years?”

they answered: “To have permanent dispensary, more classrooms, school food, 
infrastructures, teacher’s houses”.
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“What will help you do this?”  they answered; “By giving out our contributions and 
become committed as the community, to report and push it to the government to play its 
role to the community” 

“What will happen when Melon and Dr. Penny stop coming?” “We will feel very bad but 
we will be remembering you by practicing everything that you taught us and Melon and 
Penny will still be there not physically but in our hearts”.

----------------

There were answers to the questions about Flying Medical Service (FMS) that were very 
encouraging and appreciative, and we are feeding these comments back to them.

There were concerns about the government services, except they appreciated help with 
the cholera outbreak, and we shall also be feeding this back, appropriately. 
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